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It was apparent even then that France would at once set
herself to acquire a firm grip on Morocco. Count Monts was
of the opinion that there was great wealth in that country,, and
as Germany would not attack France, France was left with
every opportunity during the coming years of peace to
strengthen her hold and draw richly upon Morocco not only
for produce but also man-power. At one time Germany might
by a wise policy have arranged things in such a way as to have
the co-operation of all Europe. As France was less interested
on the Atlantic coast Germany might have worked for a
coaling-station ar Casablanca and co-operated in opening the
country up.
Billow's attitude to the Kaiser was remarkable. He amused
the Kaiser and kept his mind in a state of perpetual
turmoil. Having thoroughly excited him, Billow strove to
keep the Emperor entirely dependent upon himself and to
keep away from him all people of importance. In fact he
would not tolerate near him anyone who had any claim
to distinction.
Monts went on to speak of Billow as an orator in the
Reichstag: " He has a marvellous memory. He used to
memorise in a very short time long speeches for delivery in
the Reichstag. He always had in readiness two speeches
drafted by Hammann, to be used according to the tone
the debate might take. No man ever deceived the House
more than he. And he lied to them also in the matter of
the English interview. . . . But Billow was an excellent
debater."
So much for the opinion of Count Monts.
I rejoined that Billow had once told me in Berlin that he
never worked out the details of his public speeches before-
hand, but only the broad outline.
Concerning Billow's womenfolk Monts said: "Donna
Laura knows her son-in-law well. She has summed him up
correctly, for she is shrewder than her daughter. Biilow is
said to have remarked, speaking of himself and the princess:
* We're a co-operative society.* . . . The relations between
the pair are not perhaps as tender as many people assume....
There have been scenes concerning L. ... It sometimes
suited Biilow to have a * Cicisbeo' at hand.